
Vezzano Basso, chiesa di Santa Maria (XII- XV secolo)


Chiesa officiata inizialmente da canonici regolari, poi parrocchia del borgo, fu ricostruita in stile romanico nel secolo XII, con pianta a navata unica absidata, in comunicazione con una torre campanaria, oggi tronca. Si imposta su una precedente fondazione altomedievale, più volte ristrutturata, i cui resti sono visibili dall’area presbiteriale. Nel secolo XV venne aggiunta una seconda navata, separata da archeggiature ogivali su pilastri, uno dei quali affrescato, dopo che fu aggregata al Capitolo cattedrale lunense, nel 1599 eretta in vicaria perpetua. Nel 1708 fu ricostruito il campanile, ma l’ente era già in decadenza. 

Durante i restauri, iniziati nel 1985, seguiti da scavi archeologici, è stato rinvenuto nel basamento dell’altare maggiore romanico un pregevole sarcofago monolitico marmoreo altomedievale, ricavato da un architrave romano di spoglio decorato.  

	Vezzano Basso, Santa Maria Church (12th – 15th century)

This church was initially officiated by regular canons and was also entrusted with the reception of wayfarers, and the role of parish church. It was built in Romanesque style in the 12th century with a single absidal nave that originally communicated with the bell tower but is cut off nowadays. The church was built on a smaller, early medieval church that was restructured several times and the remains of which are visible in the presbytery area. In the 15th century, after it was aggregated into the Luni Cathedral Chapter, a second nave was added, separated by ogival arcs on pillars, one of which has a fresco. In 1599 it was converted into a perpetual vicariate. In 1708 the bell-tower was rebuilt, but the body of the parish church was already in decline. 

During restoration, begun in 1985, which was followed by archaeological digs, in the base of the main Romanesque altar, a precious monolithic, marble sarcophagus dating from the early middle ages, was discovered. Extracted from a decorated, spolia Romanesque architrave, it was probably an object of reliquary cult.
	


